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BATTLE’S OVER - 100 YEARS OF REMEMBERANCE

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update the Council on arrangements to mark the 100th 

anniversary of the end of the First World War.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

(i) that the significant work undertaken by the Council’s Project Team that developed 
the Maldon District Council’s tribute to the anniversary of World War I be noted;

(ii) that Council formally recognise the contribution made by Mr Nigel Harmer for his 
design and implementation of the First World War soldier silhouette.  This has 
been adopted by Town and Parish Councils throughout the Maldon District.  

3. SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

3.1 Background

3.1.1 On 11 November 2018 the Nation will pay tribute to those fallen in war.  This year 
also marks the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War (WWI) and the 
Council will be playing its part by participating in the ‘Battle’s Over’ tribute.

3.1.2 Over the last year a small Project Team has looked at how the Council could pay 
respectful tribute to the men and women who lost their lives fighting in war, and to 
especially remember those fallen in WWI.  Considerations ranged from a large 
memorial to an event marking the centenary.  One of the team, Mr Nigel Harmer (the 
Council’s River Bailiff), designed a silhouette for a WWI Soldier which was 
developed from concept into a successful project adopted within the community.

3.1.3 On 3 August the Chairman of the Council, along with the Chairman of the 
Community Services Committee, unveiled a steel soldier silhouette within Promenade 
Park and, with the Vice-Chairman of the Planning and Licencing Committee, 
unveiled a silhouette of a sailor at the Hythe Quay.  In Burnham-on-Crouch the Vice-
Chairman of the Council unveiled a soldier silhouette at the Millfields Recreation 
Ground.  
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3.1.4 As part of the tribute, timber copies of the silhouettes were supplied to all Town and 
Parish Councils within the Maldon District.  Some other key partners such as the 
Plume School have also received a silhouette.  Originally the concept was to ask for 
the soldiers to be displayed in August, September and October before being returned 
to the Council as part of the tribute event on 11 November 2018.  In practice the 
soldiers have been warmly received within the community and the Council was asked 
if they could be retained by the custodians.  This request was readily accepted and 
Officers were pleased that the response from the community was so favourable.  Mr 
Nigel Harmer personally prepared each silhouette with the support of Mr Steve 
Krolzig and the Caretaking Team and has overseen their distribution.  Without Mr 
Harmer it would not have been possible to achieve this particular element of the 
tribute.

3.1.5 On 11 November the Council will mark the anniversary by holding a public event as 
part of the ‘Battle’s Over’ tribute within Promenade Park, Maldon, commencing at 
6pm.  During the tribute local stories of wartime Maldon will be shared and a beacon 
will be lit as part of a nationwide chain.  Members have already been invited to this 
event and the public awareness has been raised via press releases and via our own 
web site.

3.1.6 Together with the Project Team, Mr Harmer has also been instrumental in securing an 
exhibition called The Danger Tree.  This is an augmented reality exhibition which has 
been created by impressionist action painter, Scarlett Raven and digital artist, Marc 
Marot.  It uses technology to tell the story of the soldiers who fought and fell between 
1914 - 1918. 

3.1.7 There are many moving stories as part of the exhibition, including a specially created 
piece by Marc Marot and Scarlett Raven about Ben Cobey a local soldier from 
Maldon.

3.1.8 The District is privileged to be one of the nine venues chosen to show this incredible 
exhibition and the Council is extremely grateful to Marc Marot for bringing this to 
Maldon at such a poignant time.

3.1.9 On Thursday 4 October, the Chairman of the Council led Town and District 
Councillors together with relatives of Ben Cobey in a ceremony to officially name a 
road on the Linden Homes development in South Maldon as Ben Cobey Avenue.

3.1.10 Other roads associated with fallen soldiers from the Maldon District have also been 
recognised in this way– namely Mons Way, Corbett Place and Embleton Close.  This 
will ensure that the fallen men and women will always be remembered for the great 
sacrifice they made.

4. CONCLUSION

4.1 The Council will mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War on 11 
November 2018.  

4.2 A Project Team within the Council has developed plans to mark the anniversary and 
to pay respectful tribute.  Officers would like to thank, in particular, Mr Stephen Nunn 
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for his contribution and his advice on historical facts relating to WWI locally and to 
all Town and Parish Councils for their support.  

4.3 Members are asked to note, in particular, the contribution and dedication shown by 
Mr Nigel Harmer in developing the soldier silhouette.  

5. IMPACT ON CORPORATE GOALS

5.1 The work being undertaken as part of delivering good quality, cost effective and 
valued services.

6. IMPLICATIONS

(i) Impact on Customers –None.

(ii) Impact on Equalities – None.

(iii) Impact on Risk – None specific.

(iv) Impact on Resources (financial and human) – None.

(v) Impact on the Environment – None. 

Background Papers: None.

Enquiries to: Richard Holmes, Director of Service Delivery, (Tel: 01621 875752).


